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REPLY:

We thank Dr J. David Spence for his interest in our Review

Article, “Imaging Carotid Atherosclerosis Plaque Ulcer-

ation: Comparison of Advanced Imaging Modalities and Recent

Developments.”1 We also thank the Editor of the American Jour-

nal of Neuroradiology for giving us the opportunity to respond to

his comments.

The principles, usage, advantage, and related studies of 3D

sonography (US) are discussed in the last paragraph of the

“Sonography” section.1 The application of 3D US in measuring

plaque stenosis and volume is mentioned in the same paragraph.

An example of comparing 3D and 2D US in depicting carotid

ulceration is shown in Fig 4. In the On-line Table, we cite the study

by Heliopoulos et al2 (reference 36 in the article), which demon-

strates that the 3D US shows the ulceration more frequently than

2D US and has slightly superior interobserver reproducibility.2

The purpose of this Review Article was to compare imaging

modalities in the evaluation of carotid ulceration. We primar-

ily reviewed studies that compared multiple methods, as sum-

marized in the On-line Table. We thank Dr Spence for bringing

to our attention his valuable work with 3D US in imaging

ulcerations.3,4
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