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REPLY:

We thank Dr Quintas-Neves for showing interest in our
work and providing an inspiring new perspective for

advanced imaging in the management of the recalcitrant problem
of vasospasm and delayed ischemia after SAH. CT perfusion
studies do seem capable of identifying patients at risk of delayed
ischemia. The idea makes sense, just as conventional angiography
and transcranial Doppler did 50 and 30 years ago.

Our field has had a remarkable propensity to provide diagnos-
tic tests to address important clinical problems. In turn, clinicians
have had a propensity to adopt them immediately. However, few
clinicians have been willing to check whether test results are re-
producible1,2 or even accurate.3 Even fewer clinicians are willing
to examine whether our tests, when integrated into practice,
actually contribute to improved patient outcomes in reality. It is
one thing to show that a test has prognostic significance; it is
much harder to show that physicians acting on test results
actually benefits patients.4,5

We would enthusiastically support and participate in a
well-designed, randomized trial that would examine the role
of CT perfusion in preventing delayed ischemia in patients
with SAH.
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